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DESCRIPTION Hh 207

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —_UNALTERED
_GO0D __RUINS X ALTERED
X FAIR __UNEXPOSED

X ORIGINAL SITE
—_MOVED DATE =TS

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Cf tie several buildin_s which claim tc ve Towson's oldest it Is tnis stcne
nouse wunich nas t..e ovest clain to that title. Tue accempanying chain of 1t tle
Jemonstretes tioat 11 t:e late lota century and early 19tn centur; ithe property
was asv001atei citih, tiree of Towson's majer fourding families, tie Towscn's
Shmucks and onealeys. The house clairms a c. 1785 constructicr “ate whicn would
make it part of ti:.e saiie asccclation, nowsver, t.is C.te Is 1in no way aocuAabted.
Structurasl analysis has failed thus far te positivel, identify any 1fth c. fabric.
alteration aud ccmiercial rencvations hsve left little ori.inal interior

<

fabric.
..evertheless tne exterior of the buildin: has nct changed drastica 1y and it
se ms safe to sa; thet its rethod cof constructicn ond style mate it an earl.
building in w.at is otherwise & predominantl ™ victorian toun. Trere arzesr to
be no coiorial pericd buildings extant _n Towson. Ine cchmuck ..cuse is cne
0f twc rederal era dweilings standin_ and even iIf 1t is later in dete than is
cemm._nl;, tnotgat it is still considerally older than tre rest of tre tcwm, mest
of wiic. was built in tue sccond amali of t:e 1t century and tater.

The ncowse fronts rorz .osd and foces mce o There is & .as staticn on
one side of tie house aid & brigsit rea rast-ifccz outlet on the otler. (n
t.e oprosite side of Yerk :oad there is & twelve stery c¢ffice build: ng
twent, -five stor coundoniniw. derinates g siock wenind it all of w
left tris stone residentizl structure appearing cuite cut o place.
genuine relic of that time wnen this communitiy was & vral ﬂroqsroais town.

Two of those principal roails are the boundries of this ¢
York Zoad (forner “ork Turnpike, fronts tre propert’ a,d o1
Court Zoad) runs behind the building. This house along w1tn sev
ouildings occusied one of trne ple-shapcd areas of land formed Dy
section of these twc roads witn the MulanerVale; hoad {Dulaney Valler Turnpike)

AT

and the later Allegheny ive The prorert:y is part of that

bl pte rr

g

.
larnd cwned by the thealeys durin: rmost of trne 15th century of
. - N \
Molly's Industry {lot - 2\ an d Feasrces Security te l.olli's 1.

.

Th's house is htelieved to nsve stood on the ktter trazct. Zscords show Lot
Jecrfe ihoalpv scguired this land from his relsztive Jold an _echmucl 1:00=-1213.
-
L

Sciyuck nad only owned it a short t*“e, nowever, sirce acquiring the parce

fron rnlle“an znad iilliem Towsen 1°¢5. {see zttec ed rerrint of ..cirain

Le;zl report,. The ..cor iﬁ—Sesal report pcints out that tue propert; was onned
br _zexiel Towson in 17.. aand that tiie tax list fcr tnat year maxes no indication
of a ouilding; lixe tiis ’ [ sion. ;Le onl;y stone

cne weln, ‘n Towson's ross €s
dwellin; is & single stor, structurs measuring 16" x 2&'. Tnis nouse is clearly
two stories of original construction and tie uwnalter=d nerts wall measuring
564" leng.  [ie east end 22'2", If tne building was built after Towson
ownersuip wue.. it .o clearl, nct au lotu centur, construction. Tne Shealeys
neld tnis land longer tias an, ctners (c. l;J,—l .2), nowever, researc. cn btnai
fanil, indicates tielir main screstead to neve besn on tre site new occup ied
o, ~utzler's separtment otore.

egsrdless of its origin or exaclt age this stone dwelling has an ear
character about it wnich e derived from its coastruction. TIThis stone nouse

nas an Leplan wiic:. is formed ¢ « wmain vlock that faces Yerk coad and & wing
wnicn projects behind it to tie South. The maln block is a tall two stories
with an attic. It is tiree bLuars wide and two deep. The wing Is twc stories

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




¥l SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
_PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —_CONSERVATION
__1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS
_.1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION
__1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING
X 1800-1899 _ COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
_.1900- __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY
—INVENTION

BA-203

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION

—LAW —.SCIENCE

—LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—MILITARY —SOCIALVHUMANITARIAN
—MUusSIC __THEATER

— PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION

__POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ——OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See Attachment

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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HISTORIC Towson, Ing.
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CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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SCHMUCAK HCUSE

dnile the dates cf tn’s house are as yet uncertain there is little doubt that
it is ccntemporary with the Bowen Hcuse and that the two together are the oldest
structures standing in Towson, each bein; st least 150 years old. It is built of
locel stone and such features as its large fireplaces, czrved paneling and rather
formal fenestration give trne building its early character.

The old stcne hiuse stands on land waic: was owned b, ithe Icwsons, Schmucks,
and oneale, s botr tefore and after its errection. Tne Towsons owned trnis land until
130C wnen it was acquired by colomon Schmuck. Schmuck only owned it a short time,
asowever, vefore selling to uecr.e Lheale, whose fanily owned the adicinin; land for
©most of the rost of tre century. &ll three of these fanilies were related throu
marriage, nowever, it has not been proven wnich, if any, of toem built this hcuse or
lived in iv. It sewuns safe, nowever, to see the buildiny as having an asscciation
witn one of Iowscn's founding families.




BA-208

in neight cut is considerably snorter tnan tne ~a’n block {c. L' difference in
hei.at of eaves;. 1t is a long two bays in length (equivelant of Tour normal bays)
and two oa,s wide. 1t is im,ortant to realize that tie wing Is nct an adiition as
is evidenced by tie ccntinuous stone wWc.k on tze nortn facade,

sotn portions of tne building are coversd o, gable-end roofs. The . oo .. -
rooi of the main Llock has two pedimented dormers on the east facade and 2 large
sned roofed dormer on tne west facade (added). & plain brick cap identifies an
interior caimney c¢n the north end. The wing has one like it on its west end., 4 later
f£lue chimney is located in the northwest corner of tne :ain plock.

Although alterations have taxen place the criginal fenestrasticn was regular.,

There are &/£ sash: windows which have stone flat arches.

Llterations and tre layout ¢f the building require a facade-by-facade description:
Last Facade-

This is the main or street facade. Tse of this building for commercial purposes
nas left it with a modern shop front on the first level whic» features two bay-trpe
displar windows. In its original state, howevsr, tre first level was defined by
centrally located entrance flanked on either side by extremely large windows with
openings L&" wide and 214" hizh, Three smaller windows are svmetrically placed above
on tne second floor. Two dormers which ma be later additicns disrupt the symetry
of the trn vartite fenestration. The cenirall~ located entrance had a transom measuring
20" x 3'"M znd tue dcor itself occupies a 5' x 3%' orening. The opening is recessed
27" to accommodate & wide frame with raised rectang::lr panels similar tc thcse of
tre interior dcorway between tne rarlor snd dining rcom.

Lorth racade-

The nort. facade contains evidence of tre fact th't this building is an individual
in type. Trere is 2o break in the facades cf tre main vlock and the south wing and the
twc secticns in places share some cf tie longer stones. DBecause tne ralin dlock is
hnigner th&n the souti wing and ocecause one is coriented on a ncrizontal axis and the
other o & vert.cal, tie end result is visuall;, interesting. The dccr which penetrates
tie main tlock o.. th.s side is an alteration (interior access tc tne seccnd floor
removed &nd tiere is no stone arcn above doorway, and so tune entire nortn side of
tie main ovlock wes witnout windows and doors ori: 1nall;. There is not even a fan-
light in tae gable-end like that of ire boutn. This feature may be seen as relative
to bota tne intsrior caimney; on this end and wintsr weather cenditi-ns. There zre
four windcws in the win,, however, two of waich li nt tne upstairs and two more 1light
the dinin, room and kitchen below. TIwo stone arches just a few inches above tae
black top ci' t.oe adjoining parking lct as well as an early photcgraph prove thnat the
wing nad semi-above ground basement windows.

Tt was observed cn t is facade that the windows have wocden sills and that the
frames are joined by mortise-and-tenon with dcweld .,

It wss also first noticed on this s®de that the first floor windows of the entire
building ccntain a plece of wcod erbeded in the mortar between the stones a few inches
off of the —ower rizrt corner. This feature is suprosed to te =& remnant of a shutter
fixture. A cet nail was removed from one of these fixtures on the eastermost windcew
of this facade,

South Facade-

This facade is characteristic of a Southeran exposure inscfar as it contains more
windows tra the lorth and & porch as we'l.

(n t'e ma‘n blcck, in addition to the expected two windcws down and twe above

"

l)

trere is a Tanlig:at W1qd0d venting the c-ble-end and lighting the attic. (The windows
of tre firs~ level hzve been tlocked in).
-~ porc’ covers t'e entire fir:t story of the wing and occupies the ell of the
-plan. It is enclosed by clapboards that are perceived as an alteration.

There is an original exterior entrance tc the basement cn this side which is
beneath tne porch. Tiis dcor centains a lintel made of vertically sawn wood decorated

~~
S
g



with cha-pfers,

Three and one half feet of the basement sre %Yove ground on this s’de znd three
pane czsement windows supnly lisht.
West Facade-

The two n»ay West end of the wing is windowless except for ~ne window in tre south

bey of te urrer story. There is a centrallv located interior end chimney with a
straig-t brick cap.

Interior-

The alterations and anount of automotive equirment,etc. stored in this building
~ave made an understanding of the original interior difficult at bvest.

The original plan provides for a full basement beneatn the west wing. .hite-
wasned joists and a cocking fireplace suggest that these lower rooms constituted a
liveable area.

lne main lével consisted of a formal parlor, a dining area =ad kitchen {a second
large fireplace suggests this possibility,.

Tne tnird level wus perhaps a living area originally (it contains knee walls;,
it nas certainly veen such since the early part of this century.

(3)



Form 10-445
(562

ODED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

A

£ A

APHS MAY B

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION AND PHNOTO
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1. STATE HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

Maryland
COUNTY . INVENTORY > g . g 208
Baltimore Ra-2wg R
TOWN VICINITY .
sTREET NOWSON Dist. IX 2.name Gun Shop

York Rd. nr. Allegheny Av.

oRIGINAL OWNER the Schmuck family
ORIGINAL USE home

PRESENT OWNER ARCHITECT
PRESENT USE  gun shop BUILDER the Schmuck family

DATE OR PERIOD about 1787
STYLE

WALL CONSTRUCTION gtone 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE
NO. OF STORIES

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC

Small T shaped building of stone, built by the Schmuck family.
House was considerably larger and built in the shape of a cross
on about 200 acres of land, according to Mr. Charles Treadwell,
who lived on this property. Dr. Samuel Kirk, silversmith, once
occupied this house. Now it is converted into a gun shaop

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE  Endangered Interior Exterior

@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, £ETC. . .
Baltimore Co. Hist. Soc.

Agriculture Bldg.
Texas, Md.
//ﬁfc,,,7‘,d' Lid Ry i ‘,u.h:../’,’i

DATE OF RECCRE  Maprch 20, 1968
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TOWSONTOWN.

Real Estate Agent.

I L. BOWEN,

WHEELLER & MeLANE.
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